
Weekly News and Events from Holy Trinity, Garland

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 4, 2022
Holy Eucharist Rite I at 9:00 am
Coffee Fellowship following service
Sunday School at 10:30

For a copy of the service bulletin for this Sunday, click here.

https://holytrinitygarland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0be655d2d24b348f94ee0e569&id=c0116c302c&e=4527412f7d


Wednesday Prayer and Study for all ages 7pm

Livestream Worship
The Sunday service listed above will be available via Facebook.
Facebook: Holy Trinity Garland

Is John the Baptist the sort of guy you'd invite to dinner?  I'm thinking maybe
not....
And yet we need him.  I need him in order to prepare for Christmas.
Why?

Come Sunday and let's pray together.

Keep calling, inviting me over.  I'm loving having coffee and getting to know you.

Pax
Fr. Matthew Crownover+
 

Within the Word
Fruit Worthy of Repentance
John the Baptist is a major Advent figure. Of him, Jesus says, “Among those
born of women no one has arisen greater” (Matt 11:11). This week’s texts are
bookended by John: we hear his preaching on Sunday, and then on Friday and
Saturday we hear of his association with Elijah. Jesus understood John was a
prophet. Prophets call people back to God and to themselves, so we shouldn’t
be surprised that “repent” recurs in Sunday’s Gospel. What if, fiery rhetoric aside,
John the Baptist suggests repentance opens a door to deeper knowledge of
God? Lines from the eighteenth-century poet William Cowper come to mind:
“behind a frowning providence, / He shows a smiling face.”

Most people resent being told they are mistaken or sinful. Oddly, though it’s a
trek from Jerusalem to the Jordan River, people came in droves to hear John do
just that. You don’t repent if you haven’t erred. People came to hear their
problems diagnosed and to receive a cure. John’s diagnosis presumed spiritual
sickness and prescribed a spiritual cure: repentance.

The Greek metanoia is translated “repent,” usually explained, “turn around.”
Repentance, the action of penitents, is Latinate, a word meaning “to be sorry”
(relatedly, “to creep or to crawl”). To repent is to be sorry for or contrite about
something, but unfortunately, sometimes penitents respond by “beating up on” or
berating themselves, groveling, which is debilitating, not healing.

The Greek connotation differs. It’s a compound word: the preposition meta, “with,
or on the side of,” and noeo, a verb meaning “to understand, perceive, or
discern.” Metanoia means “to align ourselves with understanding” or “to be on
the side of discernment.” This recalls Solomon’s prayer for discernment, “an
understanding mind to govern” or “an understanding heart to judge” (1 Kgs 3:9,
NRSV and NAB).

https://holytrinitygarland.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0be655d2d24b348f94ee0e569&id=0401c9282e&e=4527412f7d


Crowds traveled to John knowing things were amiss. His solution was
discernment, greater understanding manifested in “fruit worthy of repentance.”
Repentance is not a feeling, but an action. To my excuses for bad behavior, my
mother responded, “If you know better, you do better.” John’s call for action was
fruit-bearing (a metaphor also used by Jesus and St. Paul). Fruit-bearing is
gratuitous, gift. Jesus observed that the sower sows, but the seed sprouts and
grows mysteriously, “he does not know how. The earth produces of itself . . .”
(Mark 4:27-28). Solomon prayed for understanding; it was given, not earned.
Repentance is accurate understanding, discerning things are amiss, and doing
something in response. Prophets suggest “something” begins with active turning
to God
—who, like the Father in the parable of the Prodigal Son, is already watching, not
only to receive, but to throw a party for the penitent.

St. Anthony the Great wrote to his brothers, “he who knows himself knows God.”
The fruit of repentance is to know, really take in, that we have already received
God’s love. The fruit of Advent discernment about our imperfect selves is to
internalize given love.
 
The repentance for which John the Baptist calls opens the door to life-changing
knowledge of God’s love—which is who we were meant to be. Thank you, John.

—Bonnie Thurston
Formerly a Scripture professor, Bonnie Thurston lives quietly in her home state, West Virginia. She is a poet
and author of books on Scripture and spirituality, including Shaped by the End You Live For: Thomas
Merton’s Monastic Spirituality and St. Mary of Egypt.





Good Samaritan of Garland food drive
 

Is God calling YOU to serve at Good Samaritan of Garland by helping deliver and
stock food?  If so, you will need to take a little training.  Leah is going—you want to
go with her?.  A date and time has not been set yet.  If you are interested, please
contact Leah by text, email, or phone.  Her number is 972-989-4465 and email

is notimeL@sbcglobal.net by this Sunday, December 4th.
 

Leah has also learned that the bags are not strong enough to hold all the canned

mailto:notimeL@sbcglobal.net


goods without ripping.  So here are some suggestions to remedy this problem.
 

If you are a duct tape type person, go for it.  Wrap that bag!  Packing tape
would also do the trick.
You can transfer the goods to a vinyl shopping bag that you are willing to
give up and place the list on top.
Place the bag in a box to support the bottom and sides.

 
There are 100 bags to be filled.  Feel free to invite family member, neighbors,

people you don't know to participate.  Let's go for it!
 

Thank you!

If you are having problems receiving emails or know someone who
is  - or would like to be on Holy Trinity’s email list, please tell one of

the Vestry Members and it will be taken care of.

To add your email to the Church Office list, send an email to: 
church@holytrinitygarland.org

To add your email to the Trinity Tribune weekly newsletter, send an email to
BertGravley@Gmail.com

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
3217 Guthrie Rd - Garland TX 75043

972-226-1283
www.holytrinitygarland.org

Want to change how you receive these emails?
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